
   

 

 

. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

1 

Our Mission Statement: 
  

Working Group on Girls of 

Schenectady, Inc. exists because girls 

need to build meaningful connections 

for healthy relationships and a 

successful future. We give social and 

emotional support to middle and high 

school girls in Schenectady by 

providing safe spaces and meaningful 

connections for them to develop their 

own voices.  

Fifteen years ago, WGGS Founding Mothers saw a need 

to serve middle and high school girls in Schenectady. They 

were guided by the belief that every girl has the inherent 

strengths and abilities to succeed. Today, WGGS 

continues its journey, responding to girls’ needs, creating a 

safe space for them to succeed, and growing a community 

that cares about girls.  

 

GROWTH & CHANGE 
1. Increased number of Girls’ Circles from 13 

to 16 and added one 6th grade circle. 

2. Currently revising Circles curriculum. 

3. Expanded responsibilities and 
compensation for our program coordinator. 

4. Hired a professional donor management 
company to maintain and expand our donor 
base. 

5. Created a volunteer appreciation program; 
hosted a muse ‘thank you’ reception. 

6. Increased our interaction with community 
partners; monthly meetings with community 
partners included Hamilton Hill Arts Center, 
Union College Kenney Center, YWCA, 
SAFE Inc., and SEAT Center. 

7. Created new committees to include Data 
Collection and Outcomes, Strategic 
Planning and Development, and Girls’ 
Circles. Board members must serve on at 
least one committee. 
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  GIRLS’ DAY OUT  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Finding Your Voice: Brave, Brilliant, Resilient, was 
the theme of our tenth annual Girls’ Day Out on 
November 14th. The elegant Glen Sanders Mansion 
was an eye-popping experience for the girls, with 
“real napkins on the tables!” We introduced 150 
seventh grade girls from three middle schools to 
WGGS with a day of workshops and our first World 
Café. The day was designed to capture girls’ 
interest with topics meaningful to them like making 
wise choices, building healthy relationships, 
bullying, and surviving 7th grade. 
And the conversations continued in Girls’ Circles 
which began in late fall, early winter. 
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  GIRLS’ CIRCLES  
 

Girls’ Circles is an integral part of WGGS’ work to support girls’ 

positive development. They provide opportunities for girls to 

explore their feelings, discuss difficult topics, practice healthy 

relationship skills and connect with a diverse community of 

women, or muses, who care about them. 

  
 
Girls’ Circles followed Girls’ Day Out 
 in smaller groups of 6 to 8 where  
girls continued self-affirming dialogue 
and activities. Circles meet weekly or  
biweekly in the middle schools and 
high schools. This year there were  
16 circles and 32 volunteer muse co-
facilitators, with advice and support of 
school clinicians. We were excited to 

add one 6th grade circle to the 7th, 8th and high school circles. Another new 
initiative was after school circles which met as part of the 21st Century 
Program in collaboration with Boys and Girls Club of Schenectady. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“We talk about girls  

and what we can do.  

That makes me feel powerful. 

Girls’ Circles is my team  

that backs me up.” 

Spotlight on Myauta 
 

 

Myauta is a senior at SCLA, Steinmetz Career & Learning 

Academy. She will graduate in June and hopes to 

continue on to college in Atlanta GA. Girls’ Circles leaders 

have given her the courage to believe in herself and to 

make wise choices now and for her future. 

Her goals are high and not without challenges. She will 

need scholarships and will be far from home. But she 

says she needs to “branch out”. Myauta won’t forget Girls’ 

Circles. Eventually, after studying psychology, she would 

like to come home to serve girls like her. 

 

 

Myauta says of Girls’ Circles, “It has 
opened so many doors. I’m just happy 
that I got to be a part of something so 
monumental. These ladies gave me a 
chance, they gave us a chance to be 

ourselves and empowered us and gave 
me a sense of what self-love is.” 
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  SPRING FIELD TRIPS  

         Union College 

We are deeply grateful to the Union College Chapter Association of 

Women in Mathematics for sponsoring our second trip to Union 

College. This year, we responded to the diverse needs of our girls by 

inviting leaders from the Academic Opportunity Program to talk about 

the college transition and campus support for students from diverse 

backgrounds. To complete the day, the Admissions Coordinator of 

Multicultural Recruitment talked with our girls about the still distant but 

important option of applying to college. Every effort was made to make 

the idea of college more real and accessible. 

 

 

C.R.E.A.T.E. 

Happiness for many of our girls is a creative activity so 

C.R.E.A.T.E. Community Studios is just for them. 

Again, this year, girls traveled to the studio with their 

muses to express themselves with the wonderful 

resources available in this community resource center 

for youth. 

 

 

 

 

 

Craig-Main Connection/Community Outreach 

Girls’ Circle at SCLA, Steinmetz Career & 

Leadership Academy, was asked to join in the City 

of Schenectady project to create a physical and 

social bridge to strengthen bonds and access 

between the Mount Pleasant and the Hamilton Hill 

neighborhoods where many of our girls live. 

Leaders listened as the girls offered their ideas for 

improving their communities. 
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 CELEBRATION DINNER  
 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

     VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

This spring, at the Celebration Dinner girls shared their year, from Girls’ Day Out to Girls’ 
Circles, with significant women in their lives. They invited them to hear some of the highlights 
of their year, with presentations, activities, gifts and dinner. The hope is that seventh graders 

will continue with Girls’ Circles well into high school. 

The girls and their special guests 
created empowerment 

collage/vision boards featuring 
images and quotes that 

represented female 
empowerment, growth, 

confidence, courage, strength, 
unity and love. They chose the 

images and quotes that they felt 
represented them and who they 

are striving to be. 

Volunteers are the backbone of WGGS. 

This year, we recognized our Board Vice President, Karen 

Draper, by nominating her for an individual human rights 

award at the Human Rights Commission Breakfast. Karen is 

one of WGGS Founding Mothers and has been instrumental 

in designing the Girls’ Circle curriculum, leading our 

fundraiser event and being a go-to person for everything 

WGGS. 

 
And muse volunteers are at the heart of our Girls’ Circles success. They are 
carefully selected and trained to co- facilitate the Circles. We thanked them at our 
first annual muse Thank You Happy Hour this Spring. We collected some valuable 
feedback by asking them to respond to several questions about their muse 
experience: 

•Were you well supported as a muse? 
•Did you find the toolbox and supplies helpful, and how often did you use 
them? 
•WGGS wants muses to feel connected, a part of something. Did you feel 
connected? 
 

This is definitely a repeat event! 
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  FINANCIAL SUMMARY  
 

2018/2019 WGGS Income and Expense Statement  
 

Total  Income $ 63,804.00 
(100%) 

Grants $46,775 (73%) 

Fundraiser $14,167* (22%) 

gross amount before expenses 

General & 

Online Gifts  
$1,511 (5%) 

*Actual net fundraiser revenue 
$10,210 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2019/2020 Program Obligation Carryover $5,886.00 

Total Expenses $57,918.00 (100%) 

Program Costs 
Includes: Girls’ Circles (with 

lunches), Program Salary, Girls’ 

Day Out, Field Trips, 

Celebration Dinner, Muse 

training/appreciation events, 

Clinician planning 

$43,701 (75%) 

Fund Development 

Includes: Grant writing, T Shirts for 

resale, Fundraising software, Circles 

of Support event costs ($3,957) 

$9,713 (17%) 

Organizational Costs 

Includes: Audit, Insurance, NYS Non- 

Profit Annual filing fee, NYCON 

membership, Office supplies and 

Postage 

$3,294 (6%) 

Community Advertising and 

Marketing 

$1,210 (2%) 

This year we served 127 girls in Girls’ Circles and 150 girls at Girls’ Day Out! 
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 ATTENDANCE & OUT OF SCHOOL SUSPENSION DATA  
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Statistically speaking, a 
conclusion regarding the 
impact of Girls’ Circle 
cannot be drawn, 
however, girls that 
attended the circles saw 
decreases from the year 
prior.  

Students in Girls’ Circle have a 
composite On Track rating of 
22.47% for the 2019 school year (up 
from 17.18% the prior year), as 
compared to 11.55% for other girls. 

Students in Girls’ Circle for the 2019 
school year have a composite of 
45.60%, up from 34.05% for the 
2018 school year, compared to 
38.56% for other girls. 

 N  Y 
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      CIRCLES OF SUPPORT FUNDRAISER 2018 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Gold Circle ($250 plus) 
 

William Byrnes 
Melanie Puorto Conte 

Dianne Crozier 
Gwynne DeLong 
Suzanne DeWald 

Karen Draper 
Neil & Jane Golub 
Gail Hill Gordon 

First Reformed Church 
Donald and Pauline Kinsella 
Catherine & Bradley Lewis 

Mark & Terri Little 
Kerri Messler & Dennis Green 

Joanne & Peter Tobiessen 

SPONSORS 
 

BERKSHIRE BANK 
 

FENIMORE ASSET 
MANAGEMENT 

 
UBS FINANCIAL SERVICES 

MELISSA MIRABILE 
 

SFT- THE SCHENECTADY 
FEDERATION OF TEACHERS 

Silver Circle ($100-249) 
 

Kay S. Ackerman 
Ebony Belmar 
Katie Beltramo 
Maxine Brisport 

Mettie Crossman 
Louise DiFabbio 
Colleen Draper 

Barbara Dworkin 
Robin Esposito 

Girls Inc. 
Ann Gotwals 

Jeanne Hagerty 
Julia Helfman 
Analine Hicks 

Chris & Rebecca Holder 
Tanya Hull 

Heather  Hutchison 
Karen Johnson 

Robert & Elaine Kennedy 
Kerrie Wolf-Piechota 

Kari LaFontaine 
Laura LaFontaine 

Barbara Andre Maxwell 
New England Steamship 

Agents  
Lynda & Byron Nichols 

Mary Lynn Olbrych 
Barbara O’Reilly 

Ann Reilly & Donald Liebers 
Elise Russo 

Lydia & Ralph Savage 
Catherine Snyder 

Christine Stankavich 
Congressman Paul Tonko 

Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Van Vlec 

Circle of Friends ($25-$99) 
 

Elaine Bair 
Caren Baker 
Karim Becker 
Karen Bradley 
Miriam Butzel 
Pamela Carter 
Diane Deacon 

Shelly DeAngelus 
Joan Elliot 

First Teacher Credit Union 
John & Peg Foley 

Marsha Foster 
Paula Gargiulo & Jack 

Sullivan 
Anne Gray 

Richard Holt 
James & Patsy Jionnedes 

Hari & Paula Kinga 
Catherine LaFontaine 

Holly Loth 
Lee Lounsbury & Jack Bailey 

Deborah MacDerment 
Helen MacDonald 
Peg & Rick Mele 

Mission Accomplished 
Transition Services  

Kate Molloy 
Marsha Morris 

Michelle Ostrelich 
Jenny Overeynder 

Joanne & Ken Riddett 
Janet Sapio-Mayta & Peter 

Mayta Barbara & Greg Sauer 
Susan & Wayne Senecal 
Stephanie & Tom West 

Katherine Wolfram 
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      OUR PARTNERS                               
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AFFILIATE ORGANIZATIONS 

 

Boys & Girls Club of Schenectady 

Boys Day Out Youth Enrichment Services 

Court Appointed Special Advocates 

Girls Incorporated of The Capital Region 

League of Women Voters of Schenectady 

County 

New York State United Teachers 

SAFE INC. of Schenectady 

Schenectady City School District 

Schenectady County Public Library 

Association for Women in Mathematics 

Chapter at Union College 

 Union College Kenney Community Center 

YWCA NENY 

Hamilton Hill Arts Center 

SEAT Center 

Cocoa House 

New Choices Recovery Center 

Youth Substance Abuse Prevention 

Services 

FUNDERS 
 

The Schenectady Foundation 

The Wright Family Foundation 

William Gundry Broughton Foundation 

Miriam Butzel & the Butzel Family Foundation  

First Reformed Church 

Union Presbyterian Church Mission Fund 

Schenectady Federation of Teachers 

Stewarts 

GE Matching Fund 

Amazon Smile 
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WGGS LEADERSHIP AND BOARD MEMBERS 


